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 Current deadline for Health Center
Reauthorization and Funding is March 8"

* House is close to agreeing to a Continuing Ad d
Resolution (CR) through September 30t. vOoCacy an
* Flat funding (i.e. reduced funding due to impact Health POlicy

of inflation).
* No new service expansions or access points. Federal FOCUS
* No earmarks for this fiscal year. www.hcadvocacy.org
* Pre-election inertia likely to set in before

September.

* Extension of pandemic era telehealth
provisions (including audio only) remains under
consideration.

* OCHIN spearheaded the introduction the Equal
Access to Specialty Care Everywhere Act (EASE
Act H.R.7149) to increase access to specialty
care through infrastructure investments to
support health center networks of specialists.



http://www.hcadvocacy.org/

New Developments:

* As expected, the Senate Gang of Six released a Discussion Draft of the Supporting Underserved and
Strengthening Transparency, Accountability and Integrity Now and for the Future of 340B Act or “SUSTAIN
340B Act” along with an explanatory document with an additional Request for Information (RFI) to gather
more information in the areas of patient definition and contract pharmacies. Responses to RFl due April

1st. Of note, Senator Thune quoted as affirming the intent to pass legislation in this Congress.

Activity of the 340B Working Table:

* The full Working Table has expanded to include two additional manufacturers, three additional hospital
systems, and three additional health centers. The four founding members serve a Steering Committee
with decision making authority.

* The Steering Committee is meeting weekly to accommodate the April 15t deadline for input on RFI
questions.

* Two 4-hour work session were held with the full Working Table to secure input on the RFI questions and
specifically to address areas where consensus is challenging.

* Along with a representative from manufacturer Genentech, SV was interviewed about the Senate G6
proposal for a monthly “Lunch & Learn” forum. Video available.

* Full day in person meeting of Working Table scheduled in March to finalize response to RFI.

NACHC’s Partnership with Alliance to Save America’s 340B Program: 340B
: . . . SPOTLIGHT
* Continued work on aligning principles to draft legislation.




* Continuing to follow several pharmacy
related bills.

 SCDHHS awarded $48.2 million in
Healthcare Infrastructure Funds to
Improve Access to Quality Medical
Services in Rural and Medically
Underserved Areas.

* Ongoing participation with CoverSC with
goal of Medicaid expansion in 2025.

Advocacy and
Health Policy
State Focus

=

SOUTH CAROLINA
PRIMARY HEALTH CARI
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Proposed for SCPHCA 2024 Legislative Agenda
Proposed Legislative and Policy Priorities
Maintain Robust Medicaid Program
*  Maintain and expand services for beneficiaries
*  Monitor FQHC Reimbursement
*  Support Medicaid Expansion

Invest in Community Health Center Infrastructure- Capital

Broadening/Expansion of Pharmacy Services Provided
*  Protect 3408 Program to strengthen existing statutes that protect against the discriminate
treatment of independent pharmacies
*  Expand access to dinical pharmacy services and reimbursement to sustain the services

Expansion of Health Care Workforce
* Incentivize clinician recruitment for practice in the health center setting
*  Expand reimbursable provider types (and support staff)
*  Expand the multidisciplinary health care team
o Supportive regulatory and scope of practice policies

Advancement in the Utilization/Adoption of Technology and Data to Support and Drive the
Provision of Quality and Comprehensive Care

*  Expand access to and utilization of broadband connectivity

*  Advance telehealth service utilization

«  Secure exchange of data to improve health cutcomes

Integration of Services for Comprehensive Care and Improved Health outcomes
*  Expand access to services and resources to address behavioral health issues
o Mental health crisis
o OpioidfSubstance use prevention and treatment

Create Equitable Outcomes for All People in South Carolina
«  Support policy and legislation that ensure all communities of people are treated equitably
and inclusively to advance and improve health cutcomes that may be impacted by various
social determinants/drivers of health




Strategic

e Leadership and Staff Development: &
— Evaluating and planning for realignment of OperatiOnaI

Risk management still underway.
* Funding: Updates

— No new funding opportunities for board
approval.

— Evaluating NOFO (notice of Funding
Opportunity) from the HIV/AIDS Bureau for
Ryan White HIV/AIDS Program Part C
(Capacity Building) funding.

 Administration Department:

— Monthly department meeting.




Clinical Departments:

 Department of Pediatrics:
— Recruitment! Recruitment! Recruitment

Department of Family Medicine:
— Recruitment! Recruitment! Recruitment

— Interviews continue for the support infrastructure for the
Infectious Disease Service.

Department of Pharmacy:
— No specific operational updates to report.

 Department of Behavioral Health:

— CHC and Beckman Center for Mental Health CCBHC
collaboration is live!

* All four sites are in HRSA Scope of Project, validated,
operational, and NHSC eligible.

* Dr. Simons is providing coverage until provider is recruited.

* This collaboration represents the first health center affiliated
CCBHC in South Carolina.

 Department of Quality and Population Health:
— Leadership structure continues to evolve.

Whatis a CCBHC?

A Certified Community Behavioral
Health Clinic model is designed to
ensure access to coordinated
comprehensive behavioral health care.
CCBHCs are required to serve anyone
who requests care for mental health or
substance use, regardless of their ability
to pay, place of residence, or age -
including developmentally appropriate
care for children and youth.

CCBHCs must provide care coordination
to help people navigate behavioral
health care, physical health care, social
services, and the other systems they are
involved in.




Board Development and Community Engagement

—— —

Board of Directors

Action items to be discussed
under Executive Committee
Report.

https://www.nachc.org/training-events/training-for-health-center-professionals/health-center-governance/



NACHC Executive Committee meets on 2"
Tuesday of each month.

Activities during NACHC Policy & Issues
Forum:
— Pre-conference Executive Committee meeting.

— Participation in seven committee/task
force/work group meetings: Membership
(chair), Health Policy, Clinical Practice,
Legislative, Task Force on Undoing Racism,
Subcommittee on Pharmacy Policy and
Operations, and 340B Work Group.

— Meeting of the full Board of Directors.

— Interviewed Congressman Larry Bucshon
regarding 340B reform during General Session.

— Executive Committee member media training.
— Lead at Senator Graham Hill visit.

— Post-conference Executive Committee lunch
briefing with HHS/HRSA leadership.

External Partnerships,
Affiliations, and Civic Activities

National Association of Community Health
Centers

NACHC

Secretary of the Board of Directors/Member of
the Executive Committee
Chair, Membership Committee
Co-chair, Subcommittee for Pharmacy Policy and
Operations

Member of Legislative, Health Policy , and Clinical
Practice Committees
Member of Task Force on Undoing Racism
Member of ASAP340B Work Group

MARK THE CALENDAR:

The May/June in person meeting of the NACHC
Board of Directors will be held in Greenville, SC
and we have invited Dr. Kyu Rhee to visit Carolina
Health Centers!




External Partnerships, Affiliations, and Civic Activities

* OCHIN:
— 3-day learning Forum scheduled for May.
e SCPHCA:

— Monthly meetings of Legislative Committee, 330 Network, and Board of Directors.

* CIMS:

— Monthly meeting of Managing Partners and Clinical and Care Coordination Committee
« Community Voices for 340B (CV340B)

— Monthly Steering Committee meeting

e Greenwood Promise

— Expanded CHC’s partnership to include strategies for introducing health care careers to students in
local schools.

— Planning meeting scheduled.
* Self Regional Healthcare

— March 7t 1-1 meeting scheduled with Dr Matt Logan, SRH CEO to discuss possibility of
expanded/enhanced collaboration.



Consulting Activities

340B Health (Coalition conference
planner) has requested proposal for CHC
planning services for 2024 Coalition
Summer Conference.

Contract has been secured between
Cornell Scott Hill Health Centers in New
haven CT and Hudson Headwaters 340B
LLC for a strategic and operational
assessment of their pharmacy program.
| am serving as an adjunct consultant
providing a high level of oversight of the
project.

SV Personal Leave Time

No leave allocated during this time period

Please don’t hesitate to email
or call with any questions you
may have or additional

information needed:
sveer@carolinahealthcenters.org
864-554-7102 (mobile phone)



mailto:sveer@carolinahealthcenters.org
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