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The Continuing Appropriations, Agriculture, Legislative Branch, 

Military Construction and Veteran Affairs, and Extension Act, 2026

• The CR extends funding for several health programs such as funding for community health centers 

and HRSA health center grant programs

• It also preserves certain telehealth flexibilities and other pandemic-era expansions under federal 

health policy

• What is STAYING

 - The original premium tax credit (PTC) under the ACA remains authorized – meaning the credit mechanism itself 

does not expire

 -  However, the enhanced provisions passed under American Rescue Plan Act (2021) and extended under the       

Inflation Reduction Act (2022) are temporary.  These enhancements include:

• Broadening eligibility 

• Lowering the required contribution of household income toward premiums (so subsidies are larger)

• These enhanced provisions are scheduled to expire at the end of 2025

• Why This Matters

  - The increase in uninsured patients or patients with less comprehensive coverage due to increased premiums

  - If premiums rise sharply and fewer healthy individuals enroll, the risk pool could worsen, driving up plan costs 

    and potentially reducing insurance coverage or access – which again affects providers who serve low-income and 

   vulnerable populations.
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