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Advocacy and 
Health Policy
Federal Focus

www.hcadvocacy.org

• Funding:
• Mandatory (approximately 70%)

• In early March Congress passed a bipartisan 
bill that authorized the Community Health 
Center Fund (mandatory funding), increasing 
the funding prospectively to $4.4 billion 
annually. The bill also extends and increases 
funding for key primary care workforce 
programs.

• Mandatory funding accounts for 70% of overall 
health center federal funding.

• Discretionary (approximately 30%)
• $1.2 trillion spending bill released by Congress 

on Thursday, March 21st and signed into law by 
President Biden on Saturday, March 23rd 
includes flat funding for health centers.

http://www.hcadvocacy.org/


• Congresswoman Doris Matsui (D-6th District of California) introduced the 
340B PATIENTS Act – legislation that would codify the use of contract 
pharmacy arrangements. 
• No Republican has stepped up to co-sponsor.
• Does not go far enough.

• Strong indication that the legislation being developed by the Alliance to 
Save America’s 340B Program - ASAP340B – will be introduced in the 
House within the month.
• Sponsor is Congressman Larry Bucshon (R-8th District of Indiana).
• Bipartisan support with multiple cosponsors in the wings.

Perhaps the stars are aligning?



• Most eyes remain fixed on the SUSTAIN Act Discussion Draft and RFI 
released by the Senate Gang of Six (G6).
• RFI responses due April 1, 2024.
• The 340B Working Table (WT) continues to have the privilege of serving as a 

resource to the G6 with multiple working sessions and calls to compile WT 
response to the RFI.

• The G6 is affording the WT the opportunity to submit a preliminary response to the 
RFI but continue to work with them to assimilate the responses and address the 
points where consensus has not yet been achieved.

• The two most stubborn and concerning  points of non-consensus are:  340B 
eligibility of referral prescriptions and restrictions on location of contract 
pharmacies.  

Perhaps the stars are aligning?



Advocacy and 
Health Policy
State Focus

• On March 11, 2024 Governor McMaster 
signed The Telehealth and Telemedicine 
Modernization Act (Bill H 4159) into law. The 
legislation was a product of multiple years of 
collaboration between telehealth champions, 
payers, and legislators, and outlines two main 
objectives: (1) to introduce a new definition of 
‘Telehealth’ in statute, inclusive of non-MD health 
care practitioners, and (2) to facilitate greater 
access to certain controlled substances via 
telehealth while maintaining important safeguards 
through the modernization of tele-prescribing 
language. 

• SCPHCA has signed on to Letter of Support and 
proposed language for introduction of state 
legislation that would prohibit manufacturers 
restricting 340B at covered entity contract 
pharmacy locations.

https://us-east-2.protection.sophos.com/?d=scstatehouse.gov&u=aHR0cHM6Ly93d3cuc2NzdGF0ZWhvdXNlLmdvdi9iaWxsc2VhcmNoLnBocD9iaWxsbnVtYmVycz00MTU5&p=m&i=NWY1MGZlNzUwMjc4Y2IwZGM3NzdjOWE3&t=YVg5U0JkMnN5bUVDREFrd3ZDRkd5VTMzL0hvK2R1TXRHYW0xTkJLV05EWT0=&h=e4b962736db14e398043978a16ffac02&s=AVNPUEhUT0NFTkNSWVBUSVbJMUf14zSuYI-rnPHqFT6eNGNovC8mLJ8VWn-u5CXL-A
https://us-east-2.protection.sophos.com/?d=scstatehouse.gov&u=aHR0cHM6Ly93d3cuc2NzdGF0ZWhvdXNlLmdvdi9iaWxsc2VhcmNoLnBocD9iaWxsbnVtYmVycz00MTU5&p=m&i=NWY1MGZlNzUwMjc4Y2IwZGM3NzdjOWE3&t=YVg5U0JkMnN5bUVDREFrd3ZDRkd5VTMzL0hvK2R1TXRHYW0xTkJLV05EWT0=&h=e4b962736db14e398043978a16ffac02&s=AVNPUEhUT0NFTkNSWVBUSVbJMUf14zSuYI-rnPHqFT6eNGNovC8mLJ8VWn-u5CXL-A


Strategic 
&

Operational 
Updates

• Leadership and Staff 
Development:
– Transition and realignment of Risk 

Management functions.

• Funding:
– No new funding opportunities for board 

approval.
– Current capacity prohibits responding to 

HRSA Notice of Funding Opportunity for 
Ryan White Part C (Capacity Building) 
funding.

• Administration Department:
– No specific projects or actions to report.



• Department of Pediatrics:

– Meeting planned to discuss collaboration with Project 
Hope Foundation – thanks to Boo Ramage for the 
introduction!

• Department of Family Medicine:

– Recruitment ongoing.

– Infection Disease Coordinator hired and onboarded.

– APP hired for as primary care provider for CCBHC sites at 
Beckman Center locations. 

• Department of Pharmacy: 
– Deferred to Department of Pharmacy Quarterly Report.

• Department of Behavioral Health:

– Jessica Jacobs, Director of BH serving as co-chair for the 
Behavioral Systems workgroup of Resilient Upstate and 
facilitating advocacy with Congressman Jeff Duncan’s 
office. 

• Department of Quality and Population Health:

– Leadership transition continuing.  

– Convening stakeholders to facilitate alignment of roles 
and responsibilities around Social Determinants of Health. 
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Board Development and Community Engagement 

https://www.nachc.org/training-events/training-for-health-center-professionals/health-center-governance/

• Plans are solidly underway for the 2024 Board of Directors 
and Leadership Retreat.

– Friday, September 27th – Sunday, September 29th

– The Grove Park Inn, Asheville, NC.

• Action items to be discussed under Executive Committee 
Report.



External Partnerships ,
Affiliations, and Civic Activities• NACHC Executive Committee meets on 

2nd Tuesday of each month.

• Bi-weekly meetings of the 340B Work 
Group.

• Planning for attendance and participation 
as general session MC and panelist at the 
2024 Agricultural Worker Health 
Conference being held April 22nd – 25th in 
Atlanta, Georgia.

• May/June in person meeting of the Board 
of Directors is schedule to be held May 
31st – June 1st in Greenville, SC.  CHC 
hopes to host a site visit for CEO Dr. Kyu 
Rhee and Board Chair, Paloma Hernandez. 

National Association of 
Community Health Centers 

NACHC
• Secretary of the Board of 

Directors/Member of the Executive 
Committee

• Chair, Membership Committee
• Co-chair,  Subcommittee for 

Pharmacy Policy and Operations
• Member of Legislative, Health 

Policy , Clinical Practice, and Rules 
Committees

• Member of Task Force on Undoing 
Racism

• Member of  the 340B Work Group



External Partnerships, Affiliations, and Civic Activities

• OCHIN:
– Multidisciplinary team from CHC will be attending the Annual Learning Forum scheduled for May.  

• SCPHCA:
– Monthly meetings of Legislative Committee (SV serves as Chair) , 330 Network, and Board of Directors. 

• CIMS:
– SV is one of 5 Managing Partners and serves as Chair of the Clinical Committee.  The Managing 

partners approved a revised meeting schedule that included two meetings per quarter with one being 
in person.

• Community Voices for 340B (CV340B)
– Monthly Steering Committee meeting

• Greenwood Promise
– Development staff are forging alliance to promote health careers and opportunities with CHC.

• Self Regional Healthcare
– Two opportunities discussed during March 7th 1-1 meeting with Dr Matt Logan, SRH CEO: 1) 

collaborative community presence in Ware Shoals; and 2) developing contract pharmacy arrangement 
with CCP. 

• New!  Project Hope Foundation



Consulting Activities

• Planning is underway for 2024 Coalition 
Summer Conference. 

• 2-day site visit component of Pharmacy 
Services Assessment Cornell Scott Hill 
Health Centers in New haven CT is 
scheduled for mid-April.

SV Personal Leave Time

No leave allocated during this time period

Please don’t hesitate to email 
or call with any questions you 

may have or additional 
information needed:

sveer@carolinahealthcenters.org
864-554-7102 (mobile phone)

mailto:sveer@carolinahealthcenters.org
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